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Seng Aung went to Yangon on the first Sabbath of August.  Here are some—not all—of our brothers and sisters.   

Rebecca Hmway Aye, Too Mar, Myo Zaw, Seng Aung, Zin, David and his wife Ruth (Khin Mar Yee). 

 

Dear Beloved Brethren and Fellow Laborers,            26 August 2024 

 

This is an EMERGENCY LETTER with a great request for help!  Constantly on my mind, since our 

last letter of February, is to update you on what has happened here in Thailand and Burma.  With all 

responsibilities, I find it impossible even with the pressure of urgency in my heart.  I will tell you of 

the dire needs and request for help first.  Then I wrote an update.      
 

EMERGENCY HELP IS NEEDED.  Please pray especially that God almighty will provide funding 

for Legacy.  We are at the lowest we have ever been!  I just was checking the Chase account to see 

what I can wire to Thailand and Burma every month.  IMPOSSIBLE!  There is not even $1,000 in the 

account.  We need $9,000 at best.  That has happened twice this year.  Sometimes we can make it on 

$7,000.  It's been lower than that.  Please understand that we are not subsidized by UCG or any one 

organization.  UCG has helped with Seng Aung’s trips to the Philippines and recently also sent us a 

donation to help with food for Burma.  Burma is in need!  The Kyat is low.  However, prices of all 

goods have skyrocketed because corruption is high, and the Burmese Junta is losing the war.  But our 

expenses in both Burma and Thailand are also climbing like they are all over the world.  We are asking 

for your donations not to stop—and they have.    
 

WE NEED HELP!  And we are ASKING.  Expenses and payday for all of us are on the 30th.  We 

hope for the 1st of September.  We too pray that God will hear, help, and answer our prayers 

speedily.  He knows ALL!  In March we also did not have enough, but Legacy had a one-month 

backup saved!  The following is our situation with $973 in the account.   

mailto:legacyletters@legacyinstitute.org
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Should have yearly 

Should have to date 

Have to date 

SHORTAGE 

$9,000 X 12 months 

$9,000 X 8 months 

For 8 months ending 

   MINUS 

$108,000. 

$72,000. 

$42,400. 

-$29,600. 
 

It has been extremely difficult for me to write Legacy letters with Leon’s hospitalization for 20 days in 

June and that was not the first time this year.  Remember he had veinous ligation in March.  I tried to 

write on the 9th of June and again on the 14th to no avail.   

 

Leon requested an anointed cloth from Seng Aung.  Here is what Seng Pan wrote: . . . On Monday me 

and Seng Aung will go to Nay Pyi Daw (the capital of Myanmar) to send the anointed cloth by DHL. 

We can go with Motor Bike just 3 hours’ drive and come back.  That is a six-hour round trip—

amazing!  Can we Westerners even relate?    

 

God has answered many prayers!  Leon is miraculously doing as good as possible back on his old low-

carb diet.  No more heart meds!  No sugar diabetes!  From not being able to eat, talk, and walk for 20 

days in the hospital (and I was with him all 20 days doing what I could.  The Thai hospitals require 

someone to be with the patient 24/7.  The nurses did according to doctor’s orders.  But also much of 

the care was up to me.  The nurses came only when I could not provide.  It took 4-6 nurses to turn him.  

Leon came home in an ambulance because he still could not walk.  But now he can walk slowly and 

carefully.  Our family does NOT TRUST Leon to be alone at all in case of falling.  So, we have hired a 

nurse from 8: am to 8: pm.  We already returned the rented oxygen machine and last Friday the 

hospital bed.  We are back together in our bedroom!!!  I usually let the nurse go home early since I 

make dinner, and Leon sits nearby so we can talk and discuss things.  Leon keeps up with the news and 

can relate his thoughts well now.  Amazingly he has for the last two Sabbaths given the sermon with 

enthusiasm and even expounded.  The sermons are not Leon’s for quite some time, but as you know 

for a while already, they are either Mr. Vince Szymkowiak’s, David Dobson’s, or Gum Seng 

Aung’s.  We are most grateful for these sermons.  I simplify for translation by Jum Seng Pan, and at 

the same time for Utaiwan Han. They are given in English by Leon and further translated into Karen' 

in Chiang Mai by Sunny Say or Nay Bloo Htoo.  In Burma Gum Seng Aung also delivers them each 

Sabbath and also on Face Book.  Anyone of our brethren can hear them at any time.  Also, Mr. David 

Dobson from Alaska speaks to our brethren in Burma and Chiang Mai once a month via Zoom.  This 

brings unity!  8:pm Alaska; 10am Burma; and 10:30am in Thailand.  All that said Leon CANNOT DO 

LIKE HE DID BEFORE—AND—WE NEED ADMINISTRATIVE HELP TOO!   

 

 
Karen’ wedding of Stelle and May.     
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March 3rd: We had the 

Karen'-style wedding of Stal 

Linn Shwe (Stelle) and May Tin 

Kyin at the Chiang Mai 

Empress Hotel.  Our Pastor 

from Myanmar (Burma), Seng 

Aung, performed the wedding 

and their whole family was 

together for the first time at the 

absolute last minute!  

Remember that it was a 

MIRACLE that their son Naw 

Naw made it to the wedding 

because his passport had not yet 

arrived on time for the flight. 

The traffic was so backed up 

due to the ongoing war that no 

one was allowed to drive to 

Yangon.  In the end, Naw Naw 

flew the night before the 

wedding with Htoo Gay’s sister    

 
 

Sometimes the tradition is to dress up Western after the wedding, or to do the 

traditional Karen’ or even Thai wedding first and after the Western wedding.  

L to R: Seng Aung, Seng Pan, Ruth Jebens, Gloria, Stelle and May, Jib and 

Bronson Sexton, Naw Naw, and Ja Seng Ing.  

Naw Hsar Gay. Some of you will remember Htoo Gay.   

 

April: Utai was hospitalized for a week with a breakout of blood spots all over her body due to low 

hemoglobin and all the complications this can have.  She went home with a urinary bag for another 

week. And yet Utai made it to Passover!  Utai is also officially retired after 25 years at age 74 coming 

September.  We brethren in Chiang Mai honored her with dinner and cake on the last day of 

Unleavened Bread.  Legacy continues to pay for her retirement.  

 

 
 

Clockwise: Jo Tu, Nay Bloo Htoo, Ruth Jebens, Leon and Gloria, Utaiwan, Sunny Say and Naw Mya. 
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Seng Aung and baby with 

mother to the right.   

April:  
 

In Jawk Taing, 

Wine Chit Aung 

and Naw Gay 

Paw gave birth to 

their first child.   

Their new baby 

girl is Naw Bar 

So Gay and was 

blessed by Seng 

Aung during the 

Days of 

Unleavened 

Bread.     

 
Mother and baby. 

 

April: Before Passover, Seng Aung baptized five more into the body of Christ at our church 

compound in Jawk Taing, Burma.  As the angels in heaven, we too were rejoicing and praising God in 

prayer and song!  
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L to R: May Su Taung Pyi, Naw Zar Ni Hlaing, Eah Taw Oo, Sai Tiha Aung, and   Seng Aung blessing  

    Naw April Paw with Seng Aung, Seng Pan, and Ja Seng Ing their daughter.     Naw Zar Ni Hlaing 
 

April: Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread with Chiang Mai and Burma on Google Meet.   
 

 
Seng Aung is giving a sermon in unity with Chiang Mai and three Burma congregations  

(Jawk Taing, Na Mawn and Yangon).   
 

    
 

      Feasting on special food.  Sal Nay Paw and Pan Aung.    Doi Bu and May Su Taung Pyi. 
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The blessing from raising their cow on our church compound—SO FEASTING BEGINS! 

Seng Pan on left and our eldest member Saw Noh Poh, front right with many youths.   

 

 
 

 

May 21st: The second Passover was held at Sunshine School on the Thai/Burma border. Seng Pan 

writes:  Good evening Aj Leon and Aj Gloria.  Our second Passover is well done. Ray Lu Say, Naw 

Law Eh Htoo, Gay Ta Hku, Eh Ka Nay Htoo and one of SDA youth all totals is 5 are ate 

Passover.  Now we are safely arriving in Hpa An. Tonight we will go to Yangon and go back to 

Kyaught Tai.     
  

June: On Pentecost we joined together again via Google Meet.  Chiang Mai’s brethren and Burma’s 

brethren from Yangon, Jawk Taing, and Na Mawn 
 

June:  Seng Aung and Seng Pan arrived in Chiang Mai at the end of June.   
 

July:  Special guests arriving from UCG were Rick Shabi, Darris McNeely, and their precious wives 

(both named Deborah) for two-plus days of UCG/Legacy meetings.  This was a great sacrifice during 

their global travels to all the continents to squeeze us in.  Leon, Seng Aung, Seng Pan, and I were so 

thankful for this opportunity to hear about their travels and the great purpose of UNITY in ONE 

BODY and to preach the Gospel.  We will attach the letter Mr. Rick wrote after their visit in which 

you will see a pic of us all together.   
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Leon and Seng Aung sharing very animated. 

 

Leon did incredibly well so soon after the 

stroke, 2 seizures, and congestive heart 

failure.  Remember he could not eat, speak 

or walk.  But he shared the Work of God 

here in Asia since 1978.  We also discussed 

God's work in Burma where Leon first 

visited in 1999.    Seng Aung and Seng Pan 

answered questions and explained God's 

work in Burma today.  Seng Aung and Seng 

Pan stayed in our home, and both were 

exceptionally helpful to me and Leon! I have 

yet to write a thank you to UCG and will in 

the coming days 

     

 
 

Our special guests visiting the Legacy farm and overlooking the river vane which is now way up due to three weeks of rain. 

 

 
 

Quick visit to our Legacy farm home.  Gloria speaking with Darris, Rick and his wife, Debbie in black. 
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Eh Tu, Jo Tu, Paul Adcock (groom), Leon, Sunny Say (bride), Nay Bloo Htoo, Naw Mya, and Stelle. 

 

July: The 

wedding of Paul 

Adcock and 

Sunny Say in our 

home was on the 

Sunday after our 

UCG meetings.   

Seng Aung 

performed the 

wedding, and 

Leon blessed 

them in prayer. 

 

 
 

August 12th was HM Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother’s 92nd 

birthday.  This is also Mother’s Day in Thailand every year.  Leon 

and Gloria with my mother Ruth Jebens between us.   

Mothers are highly respected in Thailand! 

 

July: Three days later, my mother, 

Ruth Jebens, who is blessed by God in 

her long life, turned 99!  She 

consistently says:  All credit goes to 

God.  She is so happy to be here with 

family!  We had family (my sisters 

Sue, Eve, and more grandkids) 

arriving in Thailand for the occasion 

while saying our GOODBYES to Seng 

Aung and Seng Pan who flew home on 

the same day.  Some of us had COVID 

and all went well anyway.      

 

 
 

Picture of our Na Mawn brethren in April for the Passover led by Lashi Naw.  

This is one place they hope they can come back to soon.   
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July: Our Na Mawn brethren (above picture) had to flee their homes in the end of July.  Some of Seng 

Aung's family fled to the Jade Mine Land.  Lashi Naw (who pastors the group) fled with his family 

some miles out to be safe from the fighting, bombing, and shooting.  Lu Toi fled also but not to the 

same place.  We have not heard from them because all communications are down.  We are desperately 

hopeful for any message to hear if they truly are ok—especially regarding food and their housing 

back home.  We heard from a source who had not been there recently that they had enough rice.  We 

do know God will take care of His own.      

 

August: Seng Aung visits our brethren in Yangon which at one time was the capital city. See page 1. 

 

There is so much more to do in the Work of God and there is just NOT ENOUGH administrative help 

currently—NEITHER ENOUGH financial support!  At Legacy, we discuss, communicate, and 

message many duties to do and keep God’s work going as HE guides and leads!  Concerns about our 

brethren in Burma with the ongoing military issues that cause every imaginable issue are also 

discussed. So far our brethren have been protected even when the noises of war come so close.    

 

The news in Burma is growing worse!  More are dying, more are being drafted (conscripted).  Students 

who are graduating from Universities in the West DO NOT WANT TO COME HOME!  WHY?  They 

will be drafted—even right at Yangon Airport.  And who will they fight?  Their very own tribes!  They 

are immediately drafted into the Junta.  To fight WHO?  Yes, to kill and maim their own—their hill 

tribe people!  Can we even imagine?  Most go to war against an enemy.  The following article was 

very careful to say, “may be forced.”  The local Burmese students know the situation is different.    

Myanmar students may be 'forced to support an oppressive regime' after graduating from Australian 

universities - ABC News   

 

China is getting exponentially more involved because they want more resources out of Burma as you 

know.  So do the Russians.  The weapons come from both China and Russia.  But they are still 

losing.  Not sure there is much info in the U.S. news.  But I see it daily here in Thailand mostly from 

the Irrawaddy and other sources that pop up on Google.  https://www.scmp.com/week-

asia/politics/article/3275684/china-pushes-secure-myanmar-militarys-seat-table-junta-falters 

 

The hill tribe people, who have survived the war for over 75 years are remarkable to be able to flee 

from bombs, bullets, and missiles, and then start from scratch and build shelters and eat from the 

jungle.  I see what our Karen’ (Stelle and Jo Htoo) do right here at our farm with bamboo alone.  Jo 

Htoo understands what vegetation is medicinal, and he understands what trees and plants are 

edible.  Truly amazing!  The Kachin are the same as are so many of the various tribes.  We would 

choose to be with the Hill Tribes to teach us what, when, where, and how in these situations of 

war!  Many if not most Westerners would have no clue how to start with nothing in the jungle!!!   

 

We have prayed for two years for help with entering receipts.  Now we have been blessed to have a 

part-time Chiang Mai University student who is getting his accounting degree.  Bronson is setting up a 

separate computer and downloading Quicken.   

  

I am preparing for our Legacy Institute Board Meeting in 5 days—Sunday in Thailand and the 31st late 

evening in the U.S.A. I have asked Anita Showers to help.     

  

I want to especially remember to tell you that we DO HAVE help from our son Bronson and his 

wife Jib who have FIVE children. They do not help specifically with the Church of God (COG).  They 

help with bills and many government documents, some of which change yearly.  For example, visas at 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-05/myanmar-students-fear-conscription-after-graduation-australia/103798328
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-05-05/myanmar-students-fear-conscription-after-graduation-australia/103798328
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3275684/china-pushes-secure-myanmar-militarys-seat-table-junta-falters
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3275684/china-pushes-secure-myanmar-militarys-seat-table-junta-falters
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Immigration, Foundation Government Office, District Office, local government offices, and 

accounting firm for Legacy Foundation.  Bronson manages the garden for Legacy.  In a future letter, I 

will give some details of the insanity.  Brons helps with computer and tech issues also.  Jib helps in 

communicating with all government officials.  At times, Leon and I must be physically present.  They 

have helped us with everything in the preparation and ongoing needs of my mother.     

  

We know that so many of you, God’s brethren, like we have been “pressed on every side” and it has 

been very hard!  But we keep the FAITH and EXPECTATION!!!  “Mr. Dave” as we call David 

Dobson, was describing the FIRE that cleans us but also spiritually makes us strong like when the 

potter is finished molding the clay, he must put the clay in the kiln.   

 

Trials and obstacles that come between accomplishing God’s purpose in us for HIS GLORY in 

DOING HIS Work according to HIS GUIDANCE and WILL IS THE GREAT SPIRITUAL 

BATTLE as we fight as Christian soldiers!  It seems there is NO let up—NO break as we cry out on 

our knees, or in bed, or at our work/jobs ALL DAY LONG, in the car, etc., etc., etc...  Then suddenly 

there is encouragement—even small in all green lights to the hospital or an immediate parking spot, or 

finding some lost or forgotten key, or whatever. . .  Then we thank and praise the Almighty AGAIN, 

and AGAIN for His mercy, gentleness, kindness, and POWER!!! 

 

Thank you, Beloved Brethren and Fellow Laborers.   

Please see below UCG’s letter by Rick Shabi.   

 

 

In Christ,  

 
Leon and Gloria 

 

 

 

WE ARE HIS!   

For we are HIS workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 

has before ordained that we should walk in 

them. (Ephesians 2:10 KJV) 

 

Please see Mr. Rick Shabi’s letter below.   
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UCG Posted on Jul 11, 2024 

 

The history of Myanmar lends itself to the preaching of the hope in the gospel message of the 

Kingdom of God and the return of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Discussions were held in Chiang Mai with Leon and Gloria Sexton. 

 

Thailand and Myanmar: Rich in History 

 

Greetings brethren, from Southeast Asia, 

 

Debbie and I had a very pleasant visit with our Australian brethren in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 

last Sabbath. Then on Monday we arrived in Chiang Mai, Thailand for a series of meetings regarding 

the work in the countries of Myanmar and Thailand—meetings which have been very beneficial. The 

McNeelys joined us in Chiang Mai from their weekend visit to Singapore. The Myers have been in 

New Zealand. 

 

Southeast Asia is rich in history, both secular and in Church of God history. 

Thailand itself is a monarchy and a Buddhist country, where you see tributes and reminders of the state 

religion and the monarchy on many street corners. Intertwined in current Thai history is the Church of 

God. Those who have been in the Church for a long while will remember that Herbert Armstrong 

visited here and the Queen of Thailand visited Ambassador College in Pasadena, California. She is 

Queen Sirikit, who is still alive, turning 91 this summer.  

 

Discussions with Leon and Gloria Sexton in Chiang Mai 

 

Many of you remember Leon and Gloria Sexton. They have served in Thailand and Burma/Myanmar 

since 1999, working with the state. They have also been teaching the Bible, similar to Ambassador 
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College, to many who have attended their Legacy Institute over the years. Their interest and work in 

this area dates back for decades. 

 

Mr. Sexton has had several strokes, as you may know, but he is doing well, and has been quite 

participative in our meetings. He and Gloria have filled us in on much of the needed history of this 

area. It has been a pleasure to get to know them and discuss the future of the work, as Christ leads, in 

this area of the world. 

 

The relationship between the Thai queen and the Church dates back to the 1970s and 1980s. Gloria 

mentioned how the queen once remarked that Ambassador College was her “favorite” college. She and 

Mr. Armstrong shared a bond over the “‘give’ way of life” message He took to the world, and the 

queen is still favorably disposed to the Church. In fact, as we learned from Leon and Gloria, at least 

one of the “ladies in waiting” who still attends the queen, visits the Sextons occasionally and is on the 

board of the Legacy Institute.   

 

Darris McNeely, our wives and I have been meeting with the Sextons and Seng Aung and his wife 

(Seng Aung is an elder ordained by Mr. Sexton as pastor in a few Myanmar Churches of God). We 

were invited here to discuss the future of the work in Myanmar, and their work in Thailand. 

 

We have learned a lot in a short amount of time, all of which is exciting, and which has given us cause 

to further thank God and seek Christ’s guidance as we seek to fulfill His commission to His Church. 

 

The future for Myanmar and God’s Church 

 

The work in Myanmar in one area is under the direction of Seng Aung, who was with us at the 

Philippine leadership conference held this past December. He is an able young man, schooled in the 

Bible by the Sextons at the school they run in Thailand. They attended that Bible school for two years. 

 

In another area of Myanmar, there are additional churches of God which have been under the 

“umbrella” of UCGIA. 

 

Myanmar itself is a very interesting, quite “misunderstood” nation which has been troubled for some 

time. Its history is telling and lends itself to the preaching of the hope in the gospel message of the 

Kingdom of God and the return of Jesus Christ. 

 

Myanmar, formerly best known as Burma, was a British colony for over 100 years. It was a troubled 

existence with Britain, never peaceful. Burma was granted its independence in 1948, but it remained 

troubled and divided from within. Civil war broke out in 1949 and has existed for the past 75 years, 

with no end in sight.  

It is a country seemingly hopelessly divided, leaving its citizenry in disrepair. 

 

Myanmar is a microcosm of the hopelessness and futility of man’s rule. “The way of peace they have 

not known,” the Bible says. That verse applies to this nation, and the world in which we live—which 

appears to be ever more divided, with one side hating the other. Meanwhile, there are those who are 

trying to script for humanity a new way of life, far away from God and His principles, with some in 

power, dictating to others how they will live and what they will worship. 

 

As we travel and get to know our brethren all over the world, we see how desperately the world needs 

the message and hope of Jesus Christ. Lives are meaningless and purposeless without hope, peace and 
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purpose. Thank God that He has opened our minds to the truth and commissioned us to take this “good 

news” to a dying, otherwise hopeless world. 

 

All this gives us even more reason to pray for His direction and guidance, for His will to be done, and 

for all of us to be actively living the way of the life of His Kingdom, striving for that unity He desires 

for all of us, so that we may teach it in the Millennium. 

 

We are assessing the work in Myanmar, Thailand and Southeast Asia, seeking God’s guidance now 

that we know and understand it better. There is a lot of work to do all over the world. 

 

On to South Africa 

 

Thursday evening all of us will be flying to South Africa for the leadership conference there which will 

include elders from South Africa, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Angola. We are so looking forward 

to meeting our brethren in Johannesburg for services this Sabbath. Your prayers, brethren, are so 

appreciated. 

 

Have a wonderful rest of the week and Sabbath. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Rick Shabi 

 

 

 


