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EXODUS 17:14-16 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book,  

and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua:  

for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 

And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi1: 

For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek 

from generation to generation. 

 

 

Dear Friends and Fellow Laborers,  

 

Who is Amalek and why does God swear that He will have war with Amelek in every 

generation? 

 

The Amalekites were descendants of Amalek, the grandson of Esau (also called Edom.)  If you 

remember, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup.2  This was quite a deal, since the 

birthright included the birthright promises of God to Abraham!  The Bible tells us that Esau was 

contemptuous of what was given by God to his grandfather Abraham and thought it worthy of 

only a bowl of red soup.  He later regretted his mistake and wanted it back, but it was too late 

(Hebrews 12:16-17.)  The rivalry and resentment of the children of Esau continues today.  They 

want the birthright back! 

 

What was the incident that angered God so much, that He declared war on Amalek forever?  

 

Israel was being led out of Egypt to the Holy Land.  They reached Rephadim, where they were 

attacked by the Amalekites.  But instead of attacking the Israelites head on where they would 

face the well-armed Jewish soldiers (Judah always marched in front), they attacked the stragglers 

who were made up of the elderly, children, and the sick.  It was a cowardly act for which God 

never forgave them.  He commanded Israel to destroy them.  

 

Deuteronomy 25:16-19 

For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the LORD thy 

God.  Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; 

How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind 

                                                 
1 “Jehovah-nissi” means (the LORD my banner; stresses that God is our rallying point and our means of victory; the one who fights for His 

people. 

 
2 Gen 25:25-30.   
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thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.  Therefore it shall be, when the 

LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the 

remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it. 

 

The Israelites never completed the commandment of God and their disobedience has plagued 

them ever since.  The Amalekites, especially the descendants of their king called Agag, have 

remained a destructive thorn in the side of Israel. 

 

Later, God commanded King Saul to wipe out the Amalekites.   

 

1 Samuel 15:2-3 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for 

him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 

that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 

sheep, camel and ass. 

 

Saul gathered his army and went to destroy the Amalekites.  But he did not complete the task 

according to God’s instruction.   

 

1 Samuel 15:7-9 

And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against 

Egypt.  And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people 

with the edge of the sword.  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and 

of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 

destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

 

Instead of following God’s instructions to destroy all living things of Amalek, Saul spared King 

Agag and the best of the animals.  Because of his disobedience, Saul lost the kingship of Israel 

for himself and his posterity.  Not only did Saul lose the kingship of Israel, but his disobedience 

by keeping king Agag alive began a chain of events among Agag’s descendants that have almost 

destroyed the Jewish people through the centuries.   

 

1 Samuel 15:10-23 

Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to 

be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. 

And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.  And when Samuel rose early to 

meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set 

him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.  And Samuel came 

to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the 

commandment of the LORD. (UNTRUE!)  And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating 

of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?  And Saul said, They have 

brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.  Then Samuel said unto 

Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, 

Say on.  And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head 

of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?  And the LORD sent thee on 

a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight  
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against them until they be consumed.  Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, 

but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD?  And Saul said unto Samuel, 

Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and 

have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.  But the 

people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have been utterly 

destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal.  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as 

great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to 

obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of 

witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of 

the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.   

 

Saul tried to blame it on his soldiers, but the responsibility to complete the command of God was 

his responsibility.   

 

Saul failed to carry out the commandments of the Sovereign God and allowed an implacable 

enemy of Israel to remain in the tribe of Amalek and in particular, the descendants of Agag.   

 
 

 
 

The Death of Agag3 

 

One prominent descendant of Agag mentioned in the Bible is 

Haman,4 the enemy of the Jewish people found in the book of 

Esther.  He almost single-handedly wiped out the entire race of 

the Jews in the entire Persian Empire.  It was the faithfulness of 

Queen Esther that saved them.  To this day, the Jews celebrate 

their escape from destruction by observing the festival of Purim.   

 

I suspect that many of the ISIS and Al Queda leaders are 

probably descendants of Amalek, possibly even Agag.  The 

reason I think this is because of their identifying character trait 

of targeting women, children, and other innocents—just as 

Amalek did at Rephadim.  

 

Saul spared Agag.  But the Agagites will NEVER spare Israel’s 

women and children, or anybody else’s women and children for 

that matter.  Look at what ISIS has been doing in Christian, 

Yasidi, and Kurdish villages!  Samuel wisely chopped Agag in  

pieces once he fell into Samuel’s hands, but the damage was already done.5  Saul spared him 

long enough to potentially father children.6   

 

                                                 
3 Gustave Doré, The Death of Agag.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek   
   
4 Esther 9:24  

          
5 1 Samuel 15:33 
 
6 It is also possible that Agag fathered children by concubines or daughters of foreign kings, who then escaped the 
wholesale slaughter of Amalek because they did not stay with Agag and the Amalekites, but instead returned to 
live among their people as, perhaps, rulers of tribes confederated with Amalek.    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Dor%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek
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Could the Caliph of the Islamic State be an Amalekite or even a son of Agag?  We can only 

speculate.  The characteristics are the same.  It is cowardice of the first magnitude to behead 

children and sell women and little girls into sexual slavery.  Just as Amalek attacked the weak 

and feeble in Rephadim instead of the mighty warriors of Judah, so these ISIS cowards prey on 

the innocent and defenseless.  Races and tribes throughout history develop national character 

traits.  These traits help us identify the various tribal groups and nationalities in modern times.  

 

You judge. 

 

I will end this letter with a Psalm of Asaph.7  Please pray for the innocents and pray God help 

those who will fight the ISIS terrorists.  I just got some news that Kurdish teenagers and young, 

inexperienced fighters have joined the Kurdish Peshmerga veterans on the front lines.  Their 

officers say that they are receiving on-the-job training even as they fight ISIS soldiers. 

 

I will keep you posted as I can. 

 

In the Holy Lord Jesus’ Service,  

 
T. Leon Sexton              © Legacy Institute 2014 

 

IMPORTANT P.S.   
 

FOT Burma:  Please remember our brethren in Burma.  They cannot attend the Feast of 

Tabernacles in Thailand.  We are again planning an FOT site in Burma near the central city of 

Taungoo.  Please remember our brethren who will gather there.  Legacy graduates and the COG 

deacon in Rangoon will be serving at the Burma site.  Most of our Burmese brethren are 

subsistence farmers or day laborers and earn very little money.  We need to help out with food, 

some accommodations and transportation.  We need to send them U.S. $2,000.00 to cover these 

festival expenses.  If you wish to make a donation for the Feast of Tabernacles in Burma, please 

send to the address at the top of this letter.  Make sure to note “FOT Burma.”   

 

FOT Chiang Mai:  Also remember us here in Chiang Mai.  We have had over 10 international 

cancellations due to various reasons.  Legacy must support many of our local brethren of which 

most are students.  We also must support our volunteer teachers.  This will include food and 

beverage, a few accommodations, and FOT group activities.  The total will be U.S. $3,000.00 for 

these expenditures.  If you wish to make a donation for the Feast of Tabernacles in Chiang Mai, 

please send to the address at the top of this letter.  Make sure to note “FOT Chiang Mai.”     

 

 

                                                 
7 Asaph was one of the Levites that David appointed over the singers for the Temple. 
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PSALMS 83:1-18 
A Song or Psalm of Asaph. 

 

Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God.  For, lo, thine enemies 

make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head. They have taken crafty counsel 

against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.  They have said, Come, and let us cut 

them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.  For they 

have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: The tabernacles of 

Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the 

Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the 

children of Lot. Selah.  Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the 

brook of Kison: Which perished at Endor: they became as dung for the earth.  Make their nobles 

like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna: Who said, Let us take 

to ourselves the houses of God in possession.  O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble 

before the wind.  As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire; So 

persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid with thy storm.  Fill their faces with 

shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD.  Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; 

yea, let them be put to shame, and perish: That men may know that thou, whose name alone is 

JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth. 

 


