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IS CHRISTMAS IN THE BIBLE ?

Christian believers and non-belicvers celebrate Christmas
around the world. It is celebrated on December 25 as the
birthday of Jesus. IS THIS TRUE?

Does it matter whether Christ 1s in Christmas or not?
Does it matter if Jesus was born on the 25" of December
or not? Is this day of Christmas rcally honoring Jesus the
Christ?

The “show™ of Christmas—the beautiful lights, decorated
trees, music (Christmas carols), party celebrations with
family and friends, Santa Claus and gift-giving, is so
much fun and feels so good!

Does the Holy Bible teach Christmas?

If we keep Christmas—even if it is NOT in the Bible—IS
IT A SIN?

If Christmas is NOT in the Bible, then where did the
holiday come from?

We will answer these questions in this booklet.
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IS CHRISTMAS IN THE BIBLE?

The short answer to this question is “NO.” There is no
commandment in the Bible to observe or keep the

birthday of Jesus the Savior, nor is the word “Christmas”™

in the Bible—mnot in the Old Testament or New
Testament.

Instead, the Bible commands us to observe the day Jesus
died—the Passover! !

A. NO word “Christmas” is in the Bible.

B. NO Commandment to observe or celebrate the
birthday of Jesus.

The Bible DOES give us specific information about the

birth of Jesus in both gospel books of Matthew and Luke;

but nowhere in the Holy Bible can we find a
commandment from God to observe the birth of His
Son Jesus.”

! Leviticus 23:4-5, Luke 22:15-20
? Matthew 1 and Luke 2
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The fathers (early church writers and historians) of the
first three centuries do not speak of any special
observance of the birth of Jesus. No corresponding
Jfestival was presented by the Old Testament ... the day
and month of the birth of [the Messiah] are nowhere
stated in the Gospel history, and cannot be certainly
determined.?

If Christmas had been commanded by Jesus—why was it
not written down in the New Testament Bible as a
commanded feast? The Christian Church that existed
two centuries after the death of the Apostle John (about
100 to 300 A.D.) would have known about such a
command by Jesus. They would have been faithfully
observing Christmas. But there is no record or evidence
in church history that the Early Christian Church
observed a feast for the birthday of Jesus.

Even the Catholic Encyclopedia shows that the carly
Church had no holy day called Christmas:

Christmas was not among the carliest festivals of the
Church. Irenaeus and Tertullian omil it from their
lists of feasts; *

3 Christmas, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature, by Rev.

John McClintock and James Strong, p. 276. Also see:

http:/fwww . chrnistmastruth. info/ChristmasTruth _files/frame. html (No. 18)
# Christmas, Early Celebration, Catholic Encvclopedia,

http://'www .newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm
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The plain fact 1s that the Early Church did not observe
any celebration or holiday about the birth of Jesus.

Historical Fact: Christmas was NOT celebrated by the
early Christian Church. Christians did not celebrate
Christmas until it began to be celebrated by the Roman
church in the 4™ century A.D. That is over 300 years
after Jesus was born.’

IS DECEMBER 25 THE DAY JESUS WAS BORN?

Most of the world celebrates Christmas on December 25
as the day Jesus was born.

Can this datc be proven in the Bible?
The short answer 1s “NO.”

Dr. Samucle Bacchiocchi, who received his doctoral
thesis from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome,
Italy, states: if is important to note that the date of
December 235 is totally devoid of Biblical meaning and is
grossly inaccurate as far as the actual time of Christ’s
birth.®

* http/www. christmastruth info/ChristmasTruth_files/frame html (No. 19)
® The Meaning, Celebration and Date of Christmas, by Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi, p.15
4

Adluiuiufinsy asaadnsaausnlilainsadunaaaniad
Tuneala 9 Adeilasdunisisegduasnsiaa

ANNASTIMILsEIGeNaas: ATanInIAsRIAaUaALINTTAT
nARRaIRsEEINE tatAsdafaululdarasm3REu A
unsEeBBuinsndunanstaansandnstsiulunsasanIssn-
7 4 nadanit 300 dudsanviwszaesyas 5

Q.

un 25 sudnay tiludunnssiaeflseafiaseiisalu?

fausulnalutanaaasndasuialuiud 25 suinan Tugiusi
luuriwsaansdsead

&SRNGS U L euda lu TunsEANS?
Aipaudu 9 Aa "li"

o T P =
A5, 2NYLaa wuAAtanAd KA lasuliaatanann
wmInendalaudilraa tnsnadau Tungetsu Useine
B B, o e, 2 o o af 2 b A
aenanan1in “usavardviacaavnsiuariui 25
FUIPTY 13GR I UEPYTUNIIWTRUATTREF U Uas
LUBsusINLIRIFZIVAVLEFAN IR VA IWIEASRT UM 219 m ©

* http: /fwww.christmastruth.info/ChristmasTruth files/frame.html (viunalan 19)
5 auunne Asladnaand wayiufinaseiseuna Taues. einylaa Luadlaad, wih 15

4



The word “Christmas” comes from two Old English
words Cristes and Maesse. Joined together it means
“the Mass of Christ.” Christ Mass is first found in use in
the year 1038 A.D., almost a thousand years after the
time of the first Apostolic Church.”

There is no evidence inside or outside of the Bible that
can prove that Jesus was born anywhere near December
25. Infact, Bible scholars agree that the Bible evidence
and historical evidence agree to show that Jesus was born
sometime in the fall and not in the winter month of
December.

JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM AT THE TIME OF A
ROMAN CENSUS

Jesus was born in Bethlehem—not in Nazareth, where
Joseph and Mary were living. Why would Joseph take
his very pregnant wife, Mary, all way to Bethlehem?

What was the purpose of such a journey?

First of all, there is the Bible prophecy of the birth of
Jesus in the book of Micah:

7 Cathalic Encyclopedia. https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm See
“Origin of the word”.
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Micah 5:2 The Lord says, “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are
one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you [ will
bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to
ancient times.”

The big event that caused Joseph to take his pregnant
wife of nine months to Bethlehem was the decree of
Roman Emperor Augustus—which also fulfilled
prophecy!

Luke 2:1-6 At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a
census lo be taken throughout the Roman impire. When
this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of
Svria. Everyone, then, went to register himself, each fo his
own fown. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace
of King David. Joseph went there because he was a
descendant of David. He went to register with Mary, who
was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, and
while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to
have her baby.

Emperor Augustus decreed that all of the Empire should
be counted in a census. Joseph was a descendant of King
David, so the law required him to return to the city of
David’s birth, which was Bethlehem. This was the
reason Joseph traveled all the way from Galilee to
Bethlehem near Jerusalem.
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The Roman rulers would not have chosen the middle of
winter (December) to command the people of Judea to
travel in the cold and rainy weather. Instead their regular
time for travel was during the time of September or
October. Why? Because this was the time of Succoth
(the Feast of Tabernacles) which was one of the three
annual pilgrimage feasts® when many would travel to
Jerusalem to keep the Feast.

The Bible and historical records tell us that December
25 was not the time of Jesus™ birth. Judea is very cold in
December, and much too cold for travel to the city of
their fathers for tax registration.

Luke 2:8-12 tells us that the shepherds were in their fields:
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who
were spending the night in the fields, taking care of their
flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone over them. They were fterribly
afraid, but the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am
here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to
all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour
was born — Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it
to vou: vou will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and
lving in a manger.”

8 Three pilgrimage feasts: Exodus 23:17, Feast of Tahernacles: Leviticus 23:34; lohn
7:2-8:
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Adam Clark Commentary writes: ©. . . we find that the
sheep were kept out in the open country during the whole
of the summer. And as these shepherds had not yer
brought home their flocks, it is a presumptive argument
that October had not yet commenced, and that,
consequently, our Lord was not born on the 25th of
December, when no flocks were out in the fields; . . . On
this very ground the nativity in December should be
given up. The feeding of the flocks by night in the fields
1s a chronological fact, which casts considerable light
upon this disputed point. See the quotations from the
Talmudists in Lightfoot.”*

Jesus could not have been born on a cold and rainy night
in the mountains of Judea. The shepherds would be first
to say “No”.

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

The birth of John the Baptist provides even more Biblical
evidence for the time of year that Jesus was born. John
was a family member of Jesus. John’s mother Elizabeth
was a cousin (blood relative) of Mary, the mother of
Jesus (Luke 1:36).

9 Adam Clark Commentary.
http://classic.studylight.org/com/ace/view.cgi?book=lu&chapter=002 See Verse 8,
“Keeping watch-by night” Paragraph 2.
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John’s father Zacharias was a priest who served in the
Temple in Jerusalem. Luke tells us that while Zacharias
was serving in the Temple, the angel Gabriel appeared to
him and announced that he would have a son and told
Zacharias to name him “John™.

Zacharias did not believe the angel Gabriel, so Zacharias
was made dumb and could not spcak until after the birth
of John. Soon after his priestly duties at the Temple were
completed, Zacharias returned home and his wife
Elizabeth became pregnant with John (Lukel:5-25).

Luke 1:5 tells us that Zacharias was a priest after the
“course of Abia” (Abijah) which gives us another
powerful clue as to the time of year of the birth of Jesus.

In 1 Chronicles 24:7-19, we note that King David
divided the priests into twenty-four (24) “courses of
priestly duty” in the Temple in Jerusalem. It was his son
Solomon who built the Temple, but King David prepared
many things for the Temple service. Each course served
in the Temple for eight days—Sabbath to Sabbath, with
the first course starting the first week of the first month
of the Hebrew Calendar.
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1 Chronicles 24:10 shows us that the “course of Abijah”
was the cighth course—Zechariah’s course of service at
the Temple, for which he would serve twice every year.
Also, all courses had to be on duty for the three annual
Feast scasons of Passover, Pentecost and Feast of
Tabernacles.

Now we must count. The first week of the first month —
1s “Nisan or Adar” on the Hebrew calendar. This is
March or April on the Roman (Gregorian) calendar,

Now count seven (7) weeks, and we come to the “Abijah
Course” when Zechariah served in the Temple. That is
May or June. This was when Gabriel appeared to
Zechariah in the Temple and announced that Zechariah
and Elizabeth would conceive John the Baptist.

In summary, Zechariah finished his course and went
home. Soon after, Elizabeth conceived (sometime in
May or June). When Elizabeth discovered she was
pregnant, she withdrew from public activity for 5 months
(Luke 1:24).

In Luke 1:35-36 we read that in the sixth month of
Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel appeared to
Mary announcing that she would become pregnant with
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. He also told her
that her cousin Elizabeth was pregnant with John.
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Now we can see that Jesus was conceived—NOT BORN
six (6) months after John’s conception. This would have
been November or December when Jesus was conceived.
Now we count nine (9) months of Mary’s pregnancy
from November or December, and we arrive at late
August or September when Jesus was born.

Using the Bible to prove the Bible, we can sce clearly
that Jesus was NOT born in December, but in August or
September. This would be in the fall—around the fall
Holy Days of God—and not the middle of wintertime in
Judea.

FACT: Jesus was born in the fall or autumn during the
month of August through October and NOT in
December.

HISTORY RECORDS THE APPROXIMATE TIME OF THE
BIRTH OF JESUS

While we do not know the actual date of Jesus’ birth,
there 1s knowledge of the approximate year of the time of
his birth.
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Church historians named Iranacus and Eusebius, wrote
histories about the time of Jesus” birth. When the
writings of these two church historians are put together
with the clues given by Luke, it shows that Jesus was
born in the fall (August through October) of 2 B.C. —
NOT in December.

= ——— Iranaeus was the bishop of
Lugdunam, which today is the
city of Lyons, France. He was
born about 100 years after Jesus.

He was a student of Polycarp,
the Bishop of Smyrna (located
today in what is Turkey). And,
Polycarp was a disciple of the
Apostle John.

4

Iranaeus of

Lyons'®

He wrote that Jesus was born in the 41* year of Roman
Emperor Augustus’ reign. By calculating when Emperor
Augustus began his reign, we can calculate the time of
Jesus’ birth.

Since Augustus began to reign as Emperor in the autumn
of 43 B.C., then this would be evidence that Jesus was
born affer the antumn of 2 B.C."!

10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lrenaeus
1 Remember, B.C. dates are counted backward.
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Eusebius, was the Bishop of
Caesarea in Palestine, and lived
from 264-340 A.D.

He is a famous church
historian, and is called the
“Father of Church History.”

Eusebius wrote that the birth of
Jesus was in the 42" year of
Augustus (autumn 2 B.C. until
the autumn 1 B.C ).

Eusebius of Caesarea'?

But he also adds that the Savior’s birth occurred in the
28" year since the subjugation of Egypt by Rome after
the death of Pharaoh Cleopatra and her lover Marc
Antony, which occurred in the autumn of 30 B.C. The
28" year would then be from the autumn of 3 B.C. until
the autumn of 2 B.C.

Iranaeus and Eusebius agree that Jesus’ birth would be in
the autumn of 2 B.C.

Both the Bible and history show that Jesus was not born
on December 25.

12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
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If Jesus was not born on December 25, why did the
Roman church decide to make this date the day to
celebrate Jesus the Messiah’s birth?

The answer will surprise you.

BIRTHDAY OF THE SUN GOD

The Romans worshipped many false gods. The chief god
worshipped in Rome at the time of the 2" and 3™ century
Christian Church was Sol Invictus—the Sun god (also
called Mithras or Jupiter). This false god was introduced
into Rome by a young Syrian man named Varius Avitus,
who later became Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
Augustus (Elagabalus) at the age of 14.

He was well known in history because of his sinful life,
initiating a reign remembered mainly for sex scandals
and religious controversy. During his youth in Emesa,
Syria, Elagabalus was High Priest of the Syrian sun god
El Gabal.

14
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Roman Emperor Elagabalus Sol Invictus — the Roman sun god

Emperor Elagabalus reigned from 218 A.D. until his
assassination in 222 A D. Elagabalus brought a black
stone that represented the Syrian sun god El Gabal to
Rome and made El Gabal the chief god of the Romans.
Elagabalus took the name of his false god and considered
himself the human incarnation. El Gabal was
assimilated with the Roman sun god known as So/
Invictus.'?

13 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elagabalus;

hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elagabalus (deity) Also see;
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm {Catholic Encyclopedia “Christmas”
Subtitle: Natalis Invicti).
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Sol Invictus means the unconquerable or invincible Sun,
and became the official sun god of the later Roman
Empire. Roman Emperor Aurelian promoted the worship
of the sun as chief god of the Romans, and in AD 274, on
the 25™ of December, Aurelian made it an official cult
alongside the fraditional Roman cults. December 25, is
also the time when the sun begins to show an increase in
light, resulting in longer daylight hours. According fo
many historians, Christmas was set 1o December 25th
because it was the date of the festival of Sol Invictus."

The sun god was very popular in Rome during the third
and fourth centuries A.D.

Emperor Aurelian in his radiate crown, on a coin made Iin
Rome, 274 A.D. 1°

% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol Invictus, Also see sub title “Christianity”
5 1hid.
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About this time, another cult that worshipped Mithra was
introduced into Rome by soldiers returning from wars
with Persia. This Persian cult of Mithras was also mixed
together with sun god worship. Mithras was even given
the title “unconquerable sun god”. Since Mithras was
also a sun god, it was easy to join the two together—
Roman and Persian—to form one sun god.

In the Roman Empire, Mithra became associated with the
sun, and was referred to as the Sol Invictus, or
unconqguerable sun. The first day of the week -- Sunday --
was devoted to praver to him. Mithraism became the
official religion of Rome for some 300 years. The early
Christian church later adopted Sunday as their holy day,
and December 25 as the birthday of Jesus. '° December 25
was the date of the Roman pagan festival inaugurated in
274 as the birthday of the unconquered sun which al the
winler solstice begins again fo show an increase in light.
Sometime before 336 the Church in Rome, unable to stamp
oul this pagan festival, spiritualized it as the Feast of the
Nativity of the Sun of Righteousness. '’

* The Philosophies and Religions of the Roman Empire, by Dr. C. George
Boeree, (http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/romanempire.htmil)
7 New International Dictionary of the Christian Church, p. 223
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The Church in Rome was led astray by false teachers who
brought and accepted into Christianity false i1deas from
pagan worship practices. These false practices were
transformed into “Christian” practices. December 25, the
birthday of the sun god Sol Invictus and the sun god
Mithras was made the birthday of Jesus the Son of
Righteousness.

EMPEROR CONSTANTINE AND CHRISTMAS

Constantine I (the Great) was a
worshipper of the Roman false
gods, especially the sun god Sol.
He became Emperor of Rome 1n
312 A D. after winning a great
battle near the Tiber River.
Before the battle, he claims to
have seen a vision in the sky.
The vision was of the sun with a
cross in 1t and the words, “by this
sign you shall conquer.” After
Byzantine mosaic of  his victory, he became a
Constantine I '* champion of the Christian
religion. He still continued his

worship of Jupiter and other false gods until he was
baptized on his deathbed in 337 A.D.
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Either as a means to unify his empire, or to make
converting to Christianity easier, Constantine sought to
blend Christian and pagan traditions. At that time, two
prominent pagan winter festivals were celebrated. The
first, starting on December 17 and lasting seven days,
honored Saturn, the Roman god of agriculture. The
second, starting on December 25 and lasting through
January 1, commemorated the birth of Mithra, the
Persian sun god. Constantine merged many of the
traditions from these pagan festivals with the nativity
story in the Bible and Christinas was born. From ils
beginning, Christmas was a holiday (or holy day), gifis
were exchanged, families and friends gathered Io feast,
and a birth was celebrated, just like in the Roman and
Persian festivities.1®

¥ www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/emperor-constantine-fag.htm
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The way the Saturnalia was celebrated with feasting, gift
giving, lighting of candles and with presenting the birth
of a “man child”— this sounds exactly like Christmas is
celebrated today. And no wonder since the pagan
practices of Saturnalia and Sol Invictus were introduced
into the Roman Church as “Christianity” with the help of
Constantine the Great.

Christianity from that time forward was a MIXTURE of
the truth of the Bible and false Paganism.

Does “Christianity” really follow God the Father and
Jesus Christ as shown by the words of the Bible?

WHAT DOES GOD THINK ABOUT
MIXING PAGAN PRACTICES WITH CHRISTIANITY?

Many who are educated in history and the Bible know
that Christmas 1s a pagan holiday. They know that Jesus
was not born on December 25.

But they say that it is acceptable or Okay to observe

Christmas because we are honoring Jesus and not the sun
god or Baal. What does God think?
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Let us take a look in the Old Testament. il TuiussauaL G
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When Israel came out of Egypt, they decided not to wait ¥

for Moses to come down from Mt. Sinat, but to make a
god to lead them instead. They went to Aaron, the High
Priest of God, and asked him to help. Aaron collected
gold and made the golden calf. After he made the golden
cow 1dol, what did Aaron do next?
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Exodus 32:4-5 He took the
earrings, melted them,
poured the gold into a
mould, and made a gold
bull calf. The people said,
“Irael, this iy our god,
who led us out of Egypt!”
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If it had not been for Moses” humble pleadings in asking
God to sparc them, all the Israclites would have been
destroyed by God. Instead God commanded plagues to
be on them and some were killed.

Exodus 32:35 So the Lord sent a disease on the people,
because they had caused Aaron to make the gold bull
calf.

A Christian who truly wants to honor and worship the
True God cannot mix pagan practices that honor a false
god and expect God to accept their worship. Instead
people who do such worship practices could well earn the
anger of God and become victims of plagues.

Let us take a look in the New Testament.

Jesus told us that the right worship of God must be done
“1in spirit and truth.” The way of the human and human
traditions keep him or her blind to truth.

John 4:23-24 But the time is coming and is already here,
when by the power of God's Spirit people will worship
the Father as he really is, offering him the true worship
that he wants. God is Spirit, and only by the power of his
Spirit can people worship him as he really is.
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Colossians 2:8 See fo it, then, that no one enslaves you
by means of the worthless deceit of human wisdom, which
comes from the teachings handed down by human beings

and from the ruling spirits of the universe, and not from
Christ.

Is it an insult to worship Jesus with pagan traditions?
We need to rethink what is really important—God’s will
for us—or our own will.

Does it really matter which traditions we keep when we
worship God and Jesus Christ? Maybe you will be
shocked by Jesus™ own words.

Matthew 7:21 Nof evervone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’
will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only those who do
what my Father in heaven wanis them [o do.

If we keep Christmas without REAL understanding of
what Jesus teaches in His Holy Word—then it is only an
outward show and very hypocritical.

Mark 7:6 Jesus answered them, How right Isaiah was
when he prophesied abouit you! You are hypocrites, just
as he wrote: ‘These people, says God, honour me with
their words, but their heart is really far away from me.
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Christmas is a Pagan holiday, NOT a Holy Day of God
and His Son Jesus Christ.

Christmas IS NOT in the Bible. To worship the True
God with pagan ways is an insult to God and anyone
who does this will not be accepted by Him.

Do not mix paganism with the Truth of God’s Holy
Word.

Exodus 20:1-3 God spoke, and these were his words:
“l am the Lord your God who brought you out of
Egypt, where you were slaves. Worship no god but

"

me.
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For future correspondence please write:
PO Box 84 Amphoe Mae Rim
Chiangmai 50180 Thailand
Or Email: churchofgodasia@gmail.com
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