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Dear Friends and Fellow Laborers,  

 

We recently returned from a whirlwind tour of 

the U.S.  Gloria and I were in Arizona, Texas, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and California.  I 

have yet to catch my breath.  I am getting older 

and trips like these are getting tougher.  

Thankfully, I have Gloria to help me, and so 

many of you were very kind in trying to help 

make the trip more comfortable.  Gloria and I 

attended the wedding and university graduation 

of our grandson, Bryant Sexton.  He graduated 

summa cum laude with a degree in mechanical 

engineering, garnering many other honors as 

well.  He married a lovely young lady named 

Annie.   

  

I spoke on four different occasions and had a 

chance to show some PowerPoint slides about 

Legacy school and church development on our 

recent trip to Myanmar (Burma) for the Spring 

Holy Days.   

   

One of the questions I was frequently asked is if 

Myanmar is opening up and what that might 

mean for the Church of God there.  The answer 

is yes, the country is opening up.  This year it 

has the chairmanship of the newly formed 

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), which is 

a trading block of Southeast Asian nations.  

Myanmar seeks to be accepted in the community 

of nations, so the country is making more and 

more concessions to a freer, more open society.   
 

Replica of the Moshe Decalogue Stone 

 

The effect this will have on the Church will be mainly economic.  China is pouring money into 

Myanmar.  So are Europe and the United States.  Everyone wants a piece of the action.  

Unknown to many, Myanmar is one of the richest countries on earth with an abundance of 

valuable natural resources, including gas and oil, rare earth minerals (REMs), and even uranium.  

No wonder the nations are lining up at the trough.   
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Increased economic opportunities means a chance for the COG brethren to find better paying 

jobs.  It is interesting that those who have learned to read, write, and speak English fluently (like 

our Legacy graduates) now have more opportunities for employment, since the common 

language of the AEC will be English.  Those who have also learned the Thai language while at 

Legacy will have an added advantage.  But overall, with capital pouring into Myanmar, it will 

trickle down to our Church members in the form of better employment or business opportunities. 

Communications have also improved.  We are now able to talk by telephone (with periodic 

difficulty) with our pastoral trainee Seng Aung and his wife Seng Pan.  We could not do that 

even one year ago.  Communications and technology are advancing rapidly into all parts of 

Myanmar.  With God’s blessing, we can capitalize on these technological developments to 

advance His holy gospel into many unreached parts of the country.   

 

Please pray that God will lead us in the direction of His will.   

 

 

 
The actual Holy Stones on display.   

HOLY STONES 

 

One of the things I wanted to 

do while in the U.S. was visit a 

museum in Coshocton, Ohio, 

that displays what are called 

the “Holy Stones.”  I grew up 

not far from Coshocton and our 

younger son, Bronson was 

born in Coshocton—but I have 

never had the opportunity to 

visit this museum and see these 

unique and rare stones.  So 

while we were staying with my 

sister Anita Showers and her 

family in Ohio, we went to the 

Johnson-Humrickhouse 

Museum in Roscoe Village 

along the old Ohio and Erie Canal.  Accompanying us on this visit was Amanda Boyer, a former 

volunteer teacher at Legacy in Thailand who now resides in my old home town.   

 

What a treat!  This museum houses what could well be one of the most extensive collections of 

Native American artifacts in America.  It also has the Holy Stones.   

 

What are the Holy Stones? 

 

Ohio and other parts of the Great Lakes region have many earthwork mounds.  No one really 

knows who built the mounds, but they can be found all over the eastern and southern parts of 

America.  They come in many shapes: many are round mounds; some are in the shape of 

geometrical designs; others are in the shape of serpents or other animals.  
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In June of 1860, while digging into a mound near Newark, Ohio, looking for human bones, a 

very special artifact was found.  It was in the shape of a keystone.  In fact, it has been called 

“The Keystone.”  The unique and shocking aspect of this stone is that it is written on four sides 

in the Hebrew Language.  Here are the meanings of the inscriptions: “The Holy of Holies,” 
 

 
Front-Top side 

 
Under-Bottom side 

 
Side One view 

 
Side Two view. 

“King of the Earth,” “The Word of the Lord,” and “The Laws of Jehovah.”     

 

In November 1861, another mound was excavated. This time the mound was built of stones 

covered with soil.  A clay pit was found containing a log sarcophagus.  Along with a package of 

human bones was a curious stone box.  Inside the box was an engraved stone depicting a human 

figure and surrounded on all sides by inscriptions in an unknown language.  The language turned 

out to be a block form of Paleo-Hebrew writing.  Above the figure was the name “Moshe” and 

the inscriptions all over the front, back, and all sides was an abbreviated form of the Ten 

Commandments.   

 

This was quite a find and raised many questions.  Who was in the log box?  Why was there a 

stone box with a stone figure inscribed inside with the Ten Commandments?  Did Israelites reach 

America long before Columbus?   What were they doing here?   

 

There are other artifacts with Hebrew inscriptions that have been found in America.  The Bat 

Creek Stone found during a Smithsonian excavation of a mound in Loudon County, Tennessee, 

has a Paleo-Hebrew inscription on it that could be read as “for Judea.” At first the examiners 

thought the inscription was in the Cherokee language.  The Cherokee Tribe had developed their 

own alphabet.  However, after further examination by others, it was discovered to be Paleo-

Hebrew.  

 

And, let’s not forget to mention the Decalogue Stone on Mystery Mountain near Las Lunas, New 

Mexico.  This 80-ton boulder is inscribed with the 10 Commandments, once again in a form of 

Paleo-Hebrew.  The stone has been examined by experts who conclude the inscription is in pre-

exile Hebrew. 

 

In 1949, Robert Pfeiffer of Harvard’s Semitic Museum arrived in Los Lunas to inspect the stone.  

He concluded that it was written in a mixture of Moabite, Greek, and ancient Phoenician—an 

orthography that is basically Paleo-Hebrew, the script of the Jews prior to their exile to 

Babylon1. 

 

Dr. Barry Fell, former professor at Harvard (famous amateur archaeologist, epigrapher, and 

author), examined the stone and believed the inscription to be authentic.  These finds have been 

attacked as frauds by one expert or another.  Why not except the evidence from so many 

                                                 
1 Source:The Mystery Stone, Does a rock in New Mexico show the Ten Commandments in ancient Hebrew? 

Harvard professor says yes., Batya Ungar-Sargon, Tablet, February 27, 2013, http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-

arts-and-culture/125339/the-mystery-stone 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loudon_County,_Tennessee
http://www.tabletmag.com/author/batya-ungar-sargon/
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artifacts? (I have only named the more famous ones.)  The answer is that the world will not 

accept that “the Jews” were in America before Columbus!  This is so anti-Semitic that it’s 

appalling.  How often has clear evidence of Israel’s presence around the ancient world been 

ridiculed and rejected?   

 

It would take super-human effort to craft various fake artifacts written in ancient Hebrew and 

then travel around burying them inside unexcavated mounds.  As well, who would drag an 80-

ton boulder up the side of a mountain to write on it in fake Hebrew?  It is ludicrous beyond 

belief.  It is strictly perverse to fail to acknowledge that the preponderance of evidence shows 

that there was far more contact in Pre-Colombian America with the ancient world than the so-

called history and archeology experts wish to admit. 

 

So, now we have another question to answer.  If the Paleo-Hebrew inscriptions are real (and they 

are, since no one has been able to prove otherwise), then who engraved them in stone—either 

engraved them in America or before bringing them to America?  This is not as hard to explain as 

it might seem at first glance.   

 

Israel and the Phoenician coastal city states were partners in trade.  They sailed the great 

Phoenician ships together and spoke a similar language.  The Hebrew alphabet is the same as the 

Phoenician alphabet.  Historians made little distinction between the Phoenician peoples of Tyre 

and Sidon and the people of Israel.  Coins from Carthage, a Phoenician colony, have been 

discovered that bear the inscription “BRT.”  This distinctive inscription means “The Covenant.”  

It was used by Israelites to show that they were the covenant people of YHVH.   

 

David and Solomon were partners with King Hiram of Tyre.  There were Phoenician/Israelite 

colonies all over the world with mining operations that sent ingots of copper and tin for making 

bronze,  as well as ingots of gold and many other precious items back to Solomon.     

 

I Kings 9:26-28 

And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the 

Red sea, in the land of Edom.  And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that had 

knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon.  And they came to Ophir, and fetched from 

thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to king Solomon. 

 

There are many theories about the location of Ophir.  One possibility is Australia.  There is clear 

evidence of a Phoenician mining operation in Serena, Queensland, Australia.   

 

The Freshwater Point site is one of many around Australia's coastlines and it is almost an exact 

copy of Tyre of Phoenician legend. The east harbour jetty is a typical Phoenician loading 

platform of granite stone set in furnace-slag cement, some 400 metres in length by 30 metres 

width by 5 metres high, running back to a freshwater spring and reservoir -- one of two on the 

isthmus relative to adjacent to open cut mines accessing gold, copper, metacinnabar, epidote, 

arfedsonite, etc with associated slag heaps and artifacts with the usual Bel altars on the skyline2. 

 

                                                 
2 Brief Summary on The Sarina Sites, Central Queensland, Australia provided by Gilbert Deem, 

http://phoenicia.org/australia.html 

mailto:gimel_brite@optusnet.com.au
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As to when this Phoenician (and probably mixed Israelite) Australian mining colony was 

operational, the writer states:  

 

The zenith of coastal mining appeared to relate to the Solomon era of 950 BC when Phoenician 

vessels came to the fabled land of Ophir out of the Red Sea port at Ezion-Geber on three-year 

voyages across oceans returning exotics to the exploding Mediterranean cultures3.  

 

The Phoenicians were master sailors who controlled all sea trade beyond the Pillars of Hercules 

with their powerful warships until the time of the Punic Wars, when Rome finally destroyed the 

Phoenician colonies, including Carthage.    

 

During the time of the Golden Age of Phoenicia, they were masters of the seven seas.  It seems 

reasonable that their colonies and mining operations included North America.   

 

In 1993 a small stone slab was discovered near Toowoomba, Australia, which had Phoenician 

script carved on the front and back.  The top read, “Guard the Shrine of Yahweh.”  On the 

backside it read, “God of gods.4”  Toowoomba is a major mining area rich in minerals and gems.       

 

Again, when discoveries such as these are reported to archaeological authorities, they are often 

scoffed at or suppressed in some way.  Frequently, there are major political issues involved.  No 

one wants to admit that the Israelites had far greater empires than a small plot of real estate in 

Palestine.  Not only will the world not admit the extent of Israel’s colonization of the far flung 

sources of wealth in the world, they will not even recognize the Jewish nation of Israel’s claim to 

the territory of the small state of Israel, including Jerusalem.  The Jews must constantly fight to 

keep what God has given them by the Promise made to Abraham. 

 

There is so much more that we need to learn about the history of the Israelite peoples and their 

dispersions throughout the world.   

 

In Coshocton Ohio, I saw physical proof that the Israelites had been at one time visiting my back 

yard where I grew up.  You will not find this in any history book.  No news coverage will be 

presented.  But it is God that reveals mysteries.  If you are ever near Coshocton, Ohio, take the 

time to visit the Johnson-Humrickhouse Museum. 

 

Give God the praise and honor He deserves for preserving His people and really and truly giving 

them the fat places of the Earth.  Israelites were digging copper out of mines on Isle Royale in 

Lake Superior and in northern Michigan—a long, long time before Columbus dreamed about 

America.  

On Isle Royale in Lake Superior and in northern Michigan, thousands of worked copper mines 

were discovered as early as the sixteenth century by French Jesuit missionaries, who also 

reported that the Indians of the peninsula knew absolutely nothing about their origins. Their 

presence, which includes skid logs, axe marks, cedar shovels, mauls, copper gads or wedges, 

charcoal, and great masses of copper, has perplexed scholars for years. One mine itself had a 

                                                 
3 ibid 

4 http://www.mysteriousaustralia.com/chapter9.html 
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detached mass of copper weighing nearly six tons. Henriette Mertz (Atlantis: Dwelling Place of 

the G-ds) says that engineers claim more than a billion pounds of copper was mined out of the 

Michigan Peninsula and the Isle Royale5.  

There is no evidence that American natives used a great deal of copper in ornaments or jewelry.  

Where did all these millions of tons of smelted copper go? 

Carbon-14 dating of the organic matter taken from the mineshafts places them back around 1000 

BCE. This was the time of major Phoenician naval power during the Bronze Age, and it might 

give insight to where the copper went. Mertz argues that it was mined for extensive shipment 

(presumably by Phoenician ships) to various Mediterranean civilizations. She mentions Egypt as 

requiring incalculable amounts of copper for tools necessary for pyramid and temple 

construction; Greeks too needed unlimited quantities for copper lining the interiors of such 

structures as the 50 foot dome of the Treasury at Mycenae and that at Orchomenus–while roads 

leading into these magnificent edifices blazed with gleaming copper–so Schliemann found. 

But there perhaps was a greater need for copper, tons and tons of it, which was for use in the 

first Temple that King Solomon built. The time element is the same. The Phoenicians [either 

Israelites or Israelite dominated] would have carried out extensive colonizing and mining as 

navies of Kings David and Solomon. This was during the Golden Age of Israel, around 1000 to 

900 BCE, in which Israelite ships sailed around the world collecting gold, silver, exotic animals, 

and, in particular, copper for use in the making of bronze or use in the Temple or both.  

Phoenicians and Israelites in the service of King Solomon were probably responsible for the 

exploitation of copper resources in North America in the period between 1000-800 BCE!6  

I Kings 7:13-16 

And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.  He was a widow's son of the tribe of 

Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with wisdom, 

and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to king Solomon, and 

wrought all his work.  For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line 

of twelve cubits did compass either of them about.  And he made two chapiters (capitals or 

crowns) of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter was 

five cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits: 

 

I Kings 7:23-47 

And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it was round all about, and 

his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.  And under the 

brim of it round about there were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round 

about: the knops were cast in two rows, when it was cast.  It stood upon twelve oxen, three 

looking toward the north, and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, 

and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set above upon them, and all their hinder 

parts were inward.  And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the 

brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths.  And he made ten bases of 

                                                 
5
Chapter 3 Part 2: Phoenicia, Walter Baucum, http://www.uhcg.org/Lost-10-Tribes/walt3b-Phonecia.html 

6 ibid 
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brass; four cubits was the length of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three 

cubits the height of it.  And the work of the bases was on this manner: they had borders, and the 

borders were between the ledges:  And on the borders that were between the ledges were lions, 

oxen, and cherubims: and upon the ledges there was a base above: and beneath the lions and 

oxen were certain additions made of thin work.  And every base had four brasen wheels, and 

plates of brass: and the four corners thereof had undersetters: under the laver were undersetters 

molten, at the side of every addition.  And the mouth of it within the chapiter and above was a 

cubit: but the mouth thereof was round after the work of the base, a cubit and an half: and also 

upon the mouth of it were gravings with their borders, foursquare, not round.  And under the 

borders were four wheels; and the axletrees of the wheels were joined to the base: and the height 

of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit.  And the work of the wheels was like the work of a 

chariot wheel: their axletrees, and their naves, and their felloes, and their spokes, were all 

molten.  And there were four undersetters to the four corners of one base: and the undersetters 

were of the very base itself.  And in the top of the base was there a round compass of half a cubit 

high: and on the top of the base the ledges thereof and the borders thereof were of the same.  For 

on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and 

palm trees, according to the proportion of every one, and additions round about.  After this 

manner he made the ten bases: all of them had one casting, one measure, and one size.  Then 

made he ten lavers of brass: one laver contained forty baths: and every laver was four cubits: 

and upon every one of the ten bases one laver.  And he put five bases on the right side of the 

house, and five on the left side of the house: and he set the sea on the right side of the house 

eastward over against the south.  And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the basons. 

So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he made king Solomon for the house of the 

LORD:  The two pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters that were on the top of the two 

pillars; and the two networks, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters which were upon the top of 

the pillars;  And four hundred pomegranates for the two networks, even two rows of 

pomegranates for one network, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters that were upon the 

pillars;  And the ten bases, and ten lavers on the bases; And one sea, and twelve oxen under the 

sea; And the pots, and the shovels, and the basons: and all these vessels, which Hiram made to 

king Solomon for the house of the LORD, were of bright brass.  In the plain of Jordan did the 

king cast them, in the clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan.  And Solomon left all the 

vessels unweighed, because they were exceeding many: neither was the weight of the brass 

found out (emphasis mine). 

 

The amount of copper used to make the brass that was incorporated into the First Temple could 

not be measured.  Could all this copper have come from Michigan?  The evidence supports it 

did.   

 

King David and Israel were likely the biggest customers in the world for copper and many other 

raw materials at that time. Solomon’s building projects eventually went far beyond anything 

David himself envisioned, so the demand upon available world sources of raw materials in their 

reigns must have been immense indeed! With this in mind, it is significant that these ancient Lake 

Superior copper mines were apparently worked to exhaustion during the reign of King David, 

precisely the time frame in which David was stocking the Temple for G-d!7 

 

                                                 
7 Collins, Steven M., The "Lost" Ten Tribes of Israel…Found! p. 26.   
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In our wildest imaginings, we would never think that the cast brass of the Holy Temple Solomon 

built to God would have come from copper from Michigan!  And just south of Michigan is Ohio, 

where the Holy Stones were found inscribed in the Paleo-Hebrew of Solomon’s time.   

 

The Bible is always fascinating.  Now we find out about discoveries that corroborate the time 

when Solomon and Hiram sent great fleets around the world to collect precious things to be used 

in the construction of the First Temple in Jerusalem.   

 

Until next time, I continue to serve the King of Jerusalem, Lord Jesus, 

 
T. Leon Sexton                © Legacy Institute 2015 

 

P.S.  The Feast of Tabernacles will be held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, once again.  It starts the 

evening of Sept 27th and lasts through the Last Great Day, October 5th.   

 

The venue will be the same as last year—The Empress Hotel and Convention Center in the heart 

of Chiang Mai.  Many family activities are planned, including the Elephant Ride and visit to a 

Royal Project of the King and Queen.  If you are interested in attending and wish more 

information, please contact us at Mail@Legacyinstitute.org, or phone Anita Showers at 330-852-

2709.  We are trying to keep the cost of rooms, food, and events at, or near, last year’s costs.  For 

more online information about the Empress Hotel, please go online to: 

http://empresshotels.com/empress_hotel.html.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:Mail@Legacyinstitute.org
http://empresshotels.com/empress_hotel.html

