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Dear Friends and Fellow laborers, 

 

I just received the news that the Thailand Embassy in Rangoon1 will 

not issue our graduating student, Moe Palel, a new ED (Educational) 

Visa.  This means he cannot yet return to Thailand.  It appears he will 

miss his graduation ceremony we are holding on February 6th.  His 

previous ED Visa expired, and we were told by his Thai language 

school that he could get a new ED Visa for six months and then be 

able to return.  They were misinformed.  When Moe Palel went with 

Auntie Too Mar2 to the Thai Embassy, they said he has been in 

Thailand on an ED Visa too long already and refused to issue another.  

It appears that Thailand now has a policy to limit time in Thailand on 

an ED Visa to only six months at best.  
 

This now makes it very difficult to bring young people from Burma3 

to Thailand for training.  Our program was to bring them to Thailand 

with an ED Visa so they could study the Thai language on Sundays 

and study at Legacy on weekdays.   
 

Legacy is registered with the Ministry of Culture and not with the 

Ministry of Education.  This means we are not recognized by the 

Thailand Embassy in Rangoon.  Only registered institutions can 

request ED Visas for students.    

 

 

 
Legacy student Mo Palel. 

 

This latest development moves up the schedule of our strategic plans for training young men and 

women from Myanmar to serve God in their own country.  We had already considered starting a 

school in Myanmar based on the Legacy model.  This school would be located at the Church of God 

compound in Kyawk Taing, a small village located in the mountains just east of Taungoo, a major city 

in central Myanmar.   
 

A Legacy school in Burma is an ambitious undertaking and will take time, funding, and hard work—

but we believe it is necessary at this point.  It is even more important now that we know obtaining ED 

Visas to Thailand for longer than six months is not an option.   

                                                 
1 I use the old name Rangoon and the new name Yangon interchangeably.  

2 Daw Too Mar is the wife of Deacon U Myo Zaw. 

3 I use the old name Burma and the new name Myanmar interchangeably. 
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Legacy school in Burma should have a two-year curriculum centered around Bible and English.  After 

two years, we will bring selected students to Thailand for a six-month intensive teachers’ training in 

various subjects.  Successful trainees will go back to serve the Church or teach at Legacy Burma.  
 

We have been operating the Legacy school in Thailand for 14 years and have taught young people 

from Thailand, Myanmar, and even India.  Of those who have graduated, we have had some very 

positive success stories.  Others have dropped out for various reasons and never graduated.  A 

significant number of our graduates have gone on to become teachers.  We have lost track of others, 

which is always the case, even in the church.  Many of our students now come from Church of God 

families in Myanmar, and that is a very positive trend.  This means that the Church in Burma is 

growing.  But it also means that we need to train more young men and women to return and provide 

leadership for the growing congregations.  Every endeavor needs a rock solid foundation.  Remember 

the example Jesus taught about the house that was built of sand.  Young graduates of the Legacy 

program will help provide a solid foundation for God's churches when they return home.  But “The 

Enemy” does not want young people trained in the ways of God—given the Holy Spirit—and return to 

Burma to teach others.  Satan wants the young people to get sucked into the “GET” way of life 

resplendent with new cell phones, latest fashions, Korean hairdos, and loud raucous rap music (yes 

they have rap music in Myanmar—it is everywhere!)  If we cannot train them for three years in 

Thailand due to visa restrictions, then we will train them for two years in Burma and then have them 

come to Thailand for a final six-months to one year of intensive training in a field they can teach when 

they return home.   
 

Please remember in prayer this new step in God’s plan for Asia.  We are still small like the grain of a 

mustard seed.  But progress is being made and obstacles are being overcome by the power of the Holy 

Spirit of God.   
 

It is interesting how circumstances cause us to shift gears or change direction.  We had already been 

considering a plan to start a school in Burma.  Now it is no longer a dream, but a necessity.  I am 

asking all of you to pray about this.  We certainly do need donations from God’s people to make this 

new school a reality, while at the same time maintaining our school here in Thailand–-though a bit 

differently.   
 

Please pray for my health.   Gloria and I need to go to Burma for the Passover and Spring Holy Days.  

My heart is not what it should be and I must be careful.  Gloria, too, is under a lot of stress taking care 

of her 98-year-old Aunt Gerda and her mother, Ruth Jebens, who is still here recuperating from a fall 

during the Feast.  But we both serve the King of Kings and trust in Him to help us accomplish His 

Holy Will. 
 

Until next time, please remember our Burma brethren.  It seems that Burma is where the Holy Spirit is 

active at this time.   
 

In Jesus’ Name, 

 
T. Leon Sexton                 © Legacy Institute 2015    


