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IN THIS LETTER: 
 

Pentecost in Myanmar 
● 

New Teachers at Legacy 
● 

The “Denny Tractor” 
● 

Surachai and MoPalel  
 
 
Dear Friends and Fellow Laborers, 

 

Gloria and I recently returned from a trip to 

Myanmar (Burma) for Pentecost.  It continues 

to amaze me just how much modern 

development is taking place in this backwater 

country.  It is as if they have suddenly 

awakened from the Dark Ages.  

 
Children blessed during Unleavened Bread in April only 50 days 

ago.  L. to R.:  NohPhyu & youngest son SengHteeHaPhyu, his 

wife NawSee with son SengHteeHaAung in front of her; AhMee 
with baby AhHtee, and PawHtaSay with her two boys JayZinHtoo  

& holding PyetZinHtoo.  
 

Of course, rapid development takes money—and money is pouring in.  I commented to Gloria 

that when I heard former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was visiting Myanmar, I knew it was 

going to open up.  Billions of dollars are being invested into Myanmar by China, Thailand, 

U.S.A., and Europe.  Why?  Why spend billions of dollars investing in this former pariah state? 

 

Because Myanmar is very, very rich in natural resources.  It has a wealth of oil, natural gas, rare 

earth minerals, teak wood, and gems.  If we add to the bounty of natural resources the fact that 

the central plains watered by the Irrawaddy River could make Myanmar one of the leading 

exporters of rice in the world, you have a proverbial gold mine.  Everyone wants what Myanmar 

has. 

 

Modern cars are jamming the streets of Yangon (Rangoon).  High rise malls are packed with 

shoppers seeking luxury goods.  Condos and apartment complexes are shooting up all over the 

city.  Myanmar is in the throes of rapid and unstoppable development.  This means a burgeoning 

economy and opportunity for the exploding middle class.  While the U.S. is in rapid decline, 

Southeast Asia is in rapid upward development.   
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The advantage to the Work of spreading the Gospel message is immeasurable.  The roads built 

and patrolled by the Romans provided freedom of safe travel throughout the Empire.  This 

allowed the apostles to freely preach the Kingdom of God all over the empire.  New roads into 

the remote mountainous regions of Myanmar will help many more be reached.   

 
Gloria Sexton, TuMar, HtooMyaShwee & HtetAung visited the COG 

family of seven in their small home bordering a rice field. 

 
L. to R. rear: NawSee and NohPhyu (who works hard as a daily 

laborer) with their children 

 

Gloria and I observed the Feast of 

Pentecost with the Church of God 

brethren in a small mountain village 

directly east of the city of Taungoo in the 

Central Plains.  The area is still a 

sensitive military controlled area.  We 

were permitted to visit during the day, 

but could not stay overnight.  We 

traveled by car every day and came back 

to Taungoo each evening on a newly 

paved narrow road going into the 

mountains.  Then we walked about a half 

hour on a dirt trail, across a stream, and 

up through the jungle to Kyawk Taing 

(pronounced “Jawk Tang”) village, 

where the church building is loated.  

This land was donated by a now-

deceased member.  The church building 

was built with funds donated by Legacy 

Institute and a wealthy donor in Yangon.  

It was built several years ago and is now 

bursting at the seams!   

 

On the Sabbath and Pentecost, I gave 

sermons about the meaning of the High 

Holy Day.  We had 26 adults and 17 

children and were at capacity in the 

church building.  The adults sat on 

plastic chairs and most of the children 

sat on mats on the floor in the front.  

Now we need to build onto and extend 

the church building.  More and more 

people are beginning to attend.  More 

and more are asking about Jesus and the 

Church of God, and several local 

Buddhists are starting to attend.  The 

Church is growing and some are even 

returning that had stopped coming.  
 

As explained in previous letters, we were forced to deal with an apostate lay pastor of the Kyawk 

Taing church (unordained and previously appointed by the local congregation), who was plotting 

to steal the church land and building, then lead the congregation astray into traditional Christian 

doctrine.  He was finally disfellowshipped along with his wife for attempting to lead the 

congregation into false doctrine.  The attempt to steal the land and church building failed.   
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It is amazing what takes place when the church gets cleaned up.  Once the leavening is removed, 

the church begins to grow automatically.   

   

 
      Special music and memory verses are led by Seng Pan, who also teaches the youth Bible classes.  

     Here are two links if you want to hear them sing on the holy day of Pentecost in Kyawk Taing 

      http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-01/ 

 
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-02/ 

 
TuMar behind HtetAung on motorcycle—captured on video taken by  

Gloria Sexton riding with HtooMyaShwee on COG motorcycle.   

http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/motorcycle-ride-in-myanmar/ 
 

http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-01/
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-01/
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-02/
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/children-singing-in-taungoo-02/
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/motorcycle-ride-in-myanmar/
http://legacyinstitute.org/wordpress/2014/06/motorcycle-ride-in-myanmar/
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 L.to R.:NuayNuayEh  

 
 

 
and her older sister MoHtee (who are now coming to services for a while already), Gloria Sexton 

(passing the fresh coconut water served), NohPhyu’s Father, another sister of NuayNuayEh, their 
exuberant Mother (who also served us home-made dried Mango and sugared bread with hot tea), 

and TuMar.  They only live a one-minute walk from NawPhyu’s home.  This was very refreshing 

after a long motorcycle ride on the dirt road from the main road—about 40 minutes away.   

 

 
Inside of the partially completed parsonage house on Pentecost.  FEASTING on special foods not normally prepared 

or even available or affordable.  Lots of delicious veggies, meat and fresh fruits.   
 

Two of our Legacy graduates (a married couple, Seng Aung and Seng Pan) are there with their 

little son named Blessing. Seng Pan is pregnant again and is due in November.  Still with them 

is our Legacy student HtooMya (Tommy) Shwe, who needs to return to Legacy for further 

training.  Seng Aung will soon be taking over as “Student Pastor.”  Meanwhile the Legacy team 

is busy building a parsonage where Seng Aung, Seng Pan, Blessing, and the new baby can live.  

It is nearing completion but with the rainy season upon us, things always take longer to 

complete.  Tommy is returning to Chiang Mai as soon as his Visa is granted by the Thai 

Foreign Ministry.  
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Parsonage in the building stage—soon-to-be completed 

 

 

 
Leon Sexton giving sermon with HtooMyaShwee translating 

 

We are very encouraged to see the growth and expect to see much more in future years, not only in 

Kyawk Taing, but in all of Myanmar.  That is why we must continue our training program at Legacy 

School.  New church congregations need a pastor and his wife to feed and protect them.  This was 

proven recently when the apostate lay pastor began to try to lure away the members to false 

doctrine.  Two of our young Legacy men were there and, with God's help, able to encourage the 

brethren to combat the spiritual attack.  Without them, many of the congregation might have been 
lured away and devoured.  It is imperative that we train young men and women to take care of the 

growing Church in Myanmar as humble and devoted servants of Our Lord Jesus.   
 

NEW TEACHERS 
 

We already had two new teachers arrive last week.  Julia Stewart is from Texas.  I knew her when 

she was a little girl.  She has wanted to come and serve at Legacy for the last three years.  She even 

prepared herself by taking classes in how to teach English before she came.  We also have Chris    

 
First teacher’s meeting at the teacher’s house.  L. to R.: Lacee Hilgen, Kathleen Kelly, Julia Stewart, Leon Sexton, Michael Slocum, 

and Chris Collins.   
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Collins here from Ohio.  He comes from a family of COG Bible teachers and pastors.  Also 

arriving just last night were three more volunteer teachers:  Lacee Hilgen from California, 

Kathleen Kelly from Oregon, and Michael Slocum from Washington.  We had an orientation 

meeting yesterday and all are eager to get started.      

 

All of our volunteer teachers come from COG families.  Most are graduates of the United 

Church of God’s Ambassador Bible Course.  Teachers are given adult responsibilities and have 

to grow up fast.  In some ways, it is like being in the military.  I remember at age 19 while in 

the U.S. Navy, I was learning how to launch nuclear missiles and commanding a company of 

around 20 other men.  Volunteer teachers learn to take the bull by the horns and demonstrate 

leadership in an entirely new and alien culture.  If a young man is baptized, qualified and able, I 

put him to work teaching Bible and giving sermonettes.  If he has grown up in the COG, the 

Bible is usually second nature to him.  These young COG teachers have been given the Bible 

truth on a “golden platter.”  This can be taken for granted, that is, until it is time to teach others.  

When our eyes are opened and we see how much knowledge the ordinary Christians and others 

lack, we quickly realize how much growing up in the Church of God is a huge blessing.  Then 

we begin to cherish our understanding of God and His Ways, and just how important it is to 

share God’s truth with others. 

  

We are looking forward to another successful year at Legacy Foundation International 

Leadership Training Center here in Chiang Mai, Thailand.   

 

 
Bronson Sexton at the controls tilling up the ground.  We all 

remember the hard hand-work it took to previously dig up 
and work the soil before the arrival of the Denny Tractor.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE “DENNY TRACTOR” 

 

Several months ago we received a surprise 

donation of U.S. $10,000 from the Denny 

Luker Foundation through LifeNets to buy a 

tractor.  We chose a small Kubota with several 

attachments to prepare soil for planting.  A 

small tractor is more practical for working 

small paddy sections.  Big tractors are too 

cumbersome and tear up the weirs that divide 

the paddy sections.  We are already using the 

tractor we have decided to call the “Denny 

Tractor” in honor of Denny Luker.  We have a 

grader blade in front and a PTO tiller in the 

back.  We really appreciate the very thoughtful 

donation for something really needed to help 

grow our own food. 
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Surachai’s first day back to work (r), with Leon Sexton. 

 

UPDATE ON SURACHAI AND MOPALEL 
 

Some of our readers have asked for an update 

about the two people who had been in the 

motorcycle accident.  Both have healed up 

very nicely.  They still both have aches and 

pains.   Surachai (employee driver and worker) 

cannot yet do any lifting, so is yet handicapped 

in his full-time work duties.  Please continue 

to pray for his complete healing and for his 

former strength to return.  MoPalel (Legacy 

student) is strong again to work on the farm 

and do all his regular studies and duties.  

Thank God for saving their lives.  The 

motorcycle they were on is totaled.   

 

We thank all of you for your consistent 

support for Legacy and the Work of God we 

are doing in southeast Asia.  Gloria often tells 

me that donations are a MIRACLE from God 

every month.  Legacy is not supported by any 

one particular large church organization.  We 

operate month-by-month.  It’s always a    

miracle when the donations are enough to get us through another month.  We thank God for all 

of you and for the hard work of our volunteer teachers that God supplies year by year. 

 

In service to King Jesus,   

 
T. Leon Sexton               © Legacy Institute 2014  

 

 

 

 


