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The Bread and the Wine––the Body and Blood of Jesus1   

 

 

 

IN THIS LETTER: 

 

Meaning of the 
Passover  

● 
Passover in Burma 

and 
Church House for 

Ministerial Servants 
● 

Passover in Thailand 

 

Dear Friends and Fellow Laborers,  

 
Passover will soon be here.  I hope all of us are 

examining ourselves according to the Apostle Paul’s 

instructions in 1 Corinthians 11:28.  It is important 

that we are reconciled to, and our attitudes and spirits 

are right with, God and our fellow church members 

before we take the bread and wine.  Paul told the 

Corinthians that many were sick and even dead among 

them because they did not understand the meaning of 

the body of Jesus. 

 

What does the body of Jesus mean?  

                                                 
1 File:Lord’s Table.JPG, by John Snyder, 20 April 2013,   

   http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lord%27s_Table.JPG 
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The answer to that question begins in John 10.  

 

John 10:28 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 

out of my hand. 
 
Eternal life, which is the reward of the saved, must be GIVEN.  It cannot be taken.  It is not a 

right of birth.  It is not the automatic right of a Christian, no matter how righteously one may 

attempt to live.  It is GIVEN through the divine authority and power of Jesus the Savior and 

King.  One can never earn salvation.  Jesus said there is only One who is good, and that is God.  

Salvation––Eternal Life––must be given by Jesus.  Once given, death has no more power over a 

Christian.  Jesus said that “they shall never perish!”  He also said that no one would be able to 

take any away from Him.  That is a reassuring promise. 

 

Let’s move on to another quote by Jesus: 

 

John 6:53-58 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 

man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 

hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 

blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 

him.  As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he 

shall live by me. This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat 

manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live forever. 
 

He was talking about the symbols of the bread and wine representing the spiritual act of 

ingesting Jesus into ourselves.  At the Passover, the bread and wine are only symbols of a 

spiritual union with Jesus.  He said that we live BECAUSE “he that eateth me, even he shall 

live by me.” 

 

Jesus was eternal because the Father lived in Him.  We do not perish because the Father and 

Jesus live in us by the union of the Holy Spirit (which comes by Jesus) joined together with our 

own human spirit.   

 

Jesus said that the Holy Father and He would come and live in us. 

 

John 14:23 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 

love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

 

Jesus is talking about the spiritual union that is represented by the bread and wine. It is a 

spiritual union we share with fellow Christians, Jesus and The Father. 

 

John 17:21-23 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 

us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory which thou gavest me I 

have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they 

may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast 

loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
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This spiritual union with Jesus and the Father is why we can be raised from the dead to eternal 

life.  This Holy Spirit––that is shared by the Father, Jesus, and all who have been called and 

given to Jesus to bring to salvation––is Eternal!  It is the fellowship of the flame of eternal life 

that is shared at Passover.  That is why Jesus said that if we do not eat His flesh and drink His 

blood, we do not have eternal life.  That is how important it is for a Christian to take the 

Passover.  But we must take the symbols of the bread and wine in the knowledge of what it 

really means to those who make up the body of Christ and what it means to Jesus and to the 

Father.  That is why we are admonished to examine ourselves to see if we understand the 

spiritual meaning of the Passover ceremony.   

  

PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD IN BURMA 
 

Plans are almost completed for Gloria and me to travel to Burma for the Passover and the Days 

of Unleavened Bread.  The people are ready to gather from Rangoon, Taungoo (in Central 

Burma), and Kachinland (in the far north).  Please pray for all to travel safely to the Passover.  

It is particularly dangerous for some in Kachinland to travel south to the Feast site because of 

the continued fighting between the Burmese Army and the Kachin Independence Army.  Those 

who travel out of Kachinland must find ways to skirt the areas of fighting.  Please remember 

them. 

 

Also please remember that we must support most of our members in Burma with travel 

expenses to come to the Spring Feast, as well as all Festival expenses.  Few have any second 

tithe.  Please pray that God supply the needs of the brethren in Burma so that all can gather for 

the Passover.  Any excess second tithe would be most welcome.  Just make sure you let us 

know that any donations you may send are for the Burma Church of God. 

 

About two years ago, the grandmother of one of our Legacy students donated a parcel of land in 

the village of Kyawk Taing, near Taungoo, on which to build a church building and parsonage.  

A wealthy businesswoman in Rangoon who knows our deacon donated the funds to build the 

church building, which is now completed except for the glass windows.   

 

Presently, several of Legacy’s young men are there and are busy digging a well on the church 

property.  Then they must build a residence for the church servant leaders to stay.  It will be a 

wood frame house (typical for the area) and must be adequate for a family to live there.  

Tommy Shwe is the unordained “student pastor” and is aided by his brother, Stanley Shwe.  

They hold Sabbath services every Sabbath and Bible Studies on Wednesday evening for the 

local Church of God congregation.  At other times they preach the gospel where invited and 

visit the sick and impoverished among the members.  They are currently rebuilding a widow’s 

house that caught fire.   

 

Two months ago, I sent a married graduate couple from Legacy (Seng Aung and June Seng 

Pan, along with their little son, Blessing) to help out in the church area and help build the place 

for them to live.  Once it is completed, they will then take over the duties of Tommy Shwe.  I 
will bring both Tommy Shwe and Stanley Shwe back for further training at Legacy, because 

neither has yet graduated. 
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This parsonage will be a two-story house and cost approximately six to seven thousand U.S. 

Dollars to build.  Tommy Shwe estimates that up to 20 church members could also stay in this 

house while visiting for holy days.   

 

God always supplies our needs.  Usually it is at the eleventh hour, but He comes through.  

Please pray that God provides the funding so they can get the house framed in and a roof on 

before the monsoon season hits in May.   

 

The Church continues to grow in Burma while there is virtually NO growth in Thailand.  I have 

no idea why.  But I do not need to know.  God has His own reasons and does according to His 

own will.  It is His job to choose the harvest fields and our job to train the harvesters.  We must 

continually be about our Father’s business. 

 

PASSOVER IN THAILAND 
 

Remember the small group who will gather in Chiang Mai at the Legacy School.  Sometimes 

we also have visiting guests from other areas that come to Chiang Mai for the holy days.  

Brian Drawbaugh has again graciously consented to making the long flight over to officiate at 

the Passover and Unleavened Bread.  I believe this is his third or fourth year to sacrifice his 

time and serve our Thai-based brethren while we are off serving our Burmese brethren.  

“Mr. Brian,” as he is called here, is a good teacher and pastor, and has experience teaching at 

the Legacy School.  He and his family have also been here for the Feast of Tabernacles.  Our 

members here are already looking forward to his coming.   

 

Passover is very close and Satan hates the Passover.  It reminds him that his days are numbered 

and that there is an entire family of someday God-beings who will take his place as rulers of the 

world.  We must all remember that we share the Spirit of our Father, and we share His Holy 

Spirit with Our Lord and King Jesus.   

 

Please remember us here in Thailand as we prepare to travel to Burma and remember those 

called out brethren who will be meeting to take the Passover in Kyawk Taing, Central Burma.  

Pray not only for us here in Southeast Asia, but for ALL who will be gathering worldwide to 

take the Passover and observe the Days of Unleavened Bread.   

 

May God bless your Passover! 

 

In Our Lord’s service,  

 
T. Leon Sexton                © Legacy Institute 2014  
 


